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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
My journey as President of ZSBC is coming to an end. Serving the community for 
past 4 years has taught me a lot.  I met some creative, dedicated, enthusiastic, and 
helpful Zarathushtis worldwide.  The experiences were very tantalizing and divine.  
This wonderful emotional rollercoaster journey made me realize that to volunteer for 
the community, one has to be ready for challenges and sacrifice a lot personally.   
 
I will urge all community members to volunteer for at least one term as a Director, 
thus gaining the satisfaction of doing something for the community and at the same 
time understand what it takes to be there.  It is a great team effort.  I would also 
advise all young and old to actively participate in all religious and social events of 
our community. It’s a wonderful way to reconnect, reunite, regroup and rejuvenate 
our roots as Zarathushtis. 
 
Almost 300 members attended the event marking the auspicious occasion of ZSBC’s 
40th Anniversary along with NouRooz and Asho Zarathushtra’s birthday celebration 
on March 29 at Coast Plaza hotel.  The Board of Directors decided to felicitate 
sixteen eminent, dedicated, enthusiastic and hardworking community members for 
their volunteering spirit and their ability to carry on despite frustrations, and lack of 
resources when required - whether it is manpower or time.  It takes a special kind of 
person to continue for years, doing what they believe is important for the growth of 
the community.   
 
The 40th AGM of Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia will be held on June 22, 
2008 at Darbe Mehr from 2.00 pm to 5:00 pm.   All Zarathushtis are welcome to 
attend the AGM. If unable to attend, kindly give your proxy to one of the Directors 
or a member who is attending the AGM. I urge all community members to attend the 
AGM and cast your votes to elect your future leaders. 
 
May Ahura Mazda bless you all! 
 
Sharook Kapadia 
President 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES REMINDER  
 
Membership Fees Are Due For 2008/09 
ZSBC’s fiscal year is for the period March 21 to March 20, of the following year. A society 
can function only to the extent that its members support it. The Directors urge you to pay 
your membership fees for the year 2008/09, which are now due.  Fees, can be paid by cash, or 
cheques made payable to the ZSBC and mailed to Darbe Mehr. 
 

Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18  ……………..... $50 
Senior (65 years and over) ………………………..………………………$15 
Full time student ……………………………………………………..…...$15 
Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) …….…...$25 
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PATETI & NAVROZE CELEBRATION  
 
Directors of The Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia (ZSBC) invites you all to celebrate the Pateti/Navroze 
function on Saturday, August 23, 2008 from 6:30 pm at Cheers Banquet Hall 125 East 2nd Street, North Vancouver, 
V7L 1C2. Tel. (604) 985 9192. 
  
Tickets will be sold and tables allocated on first come first served basis until August 15. Please note that there are only 
150 seats available for this function. No refunds at all if cancellation done after August 15, 2008.   Please reserve your 
tickets with:  Sharook Kapadia  (604) 439 3066; Dinaz Mizan (604) 270 4077; Rostam Poulad  (604)986 4086. 
 
Ticket Prices: Members: Adults $30; Youth 3-12 $15; Non-members: Adults $40; Youth 3-12 $20; Kids under 3 Free 
 
There will be a cash bar managed by the restaurant. The directors of ZSBC advise you all to be responsible and not to 
drink and drive.  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

�  ZSBC Scholarships 2008 
 
The Scholarship Committee of ZSBC invites members' children who are completing the Provincial Grade XII 
examination this year, to apply for a modest scholarship from ZSBC for admissions to University/College. 
 
Eligibility: To be eligible, the applicant must have a minimum of 1425 points achieved under the British Columbia 
Standard ministry Score (SMS) criteria. 
Application: Application forms are available from ZSBC's web site at www.zsbc.org, or from Bella Tata                
(604) 681 5250, Homi Italia (604) 438 2076, Fariborz Rahnamoon (604) 986 2077, Dinaz Mizan (604) 270 4077 or 
Farrokh Namdaran (604) 926 9733. 
 
Completed application forms, Grade XII marks and a one page write up about achievements should be returned by 
September 12, 2008 to:  The Scholarship Committee, ZSBC, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, B.C. V5B 2R5. 
 
 

�  FEZANA Academic Scholarships (2008-2009) 
 

Applications are invited for the FEZANA Academic Scholarship and the Meheraban & Morvorid Kheradi Endowment 
Scholarship – For Academic Excellence – The FEZANA Scholar., FEZANA  20th Anniversary  Endowment  
Scholarship and Banoobai & Maneckshaw Kapadia (BMK) Endowment Scholarship. 

All scholarships are open to Zarathushti applicants who have obtained admission for attendance at institutions of higher 
learning (accredited degree-granting colleges or universities) in USA or Canada. 

·  Scholarships: Scholarships for the academic year 2008-2009 will be awarded in September 2008. The FEZANA 
scholarships; The MMK scholarship for $5000;The FEZANA 20th Anniversary scholarship $3000  and The BMK 
scholarship for $1000 

·  Eligibility:  Applicants must complete the application form and provide documentation for: (1) proof of    USA                       
or Canada citizenship. (For non citizens a minimum of one year or two semesters residency in USA or Canada             
academic institution is required); (2)past academic records and accomplishments (attach documentation of the                  
past four years only); (3) program of study; (4) annual financial need including assistance already pledged by                    
other funds, charitable institutions or the institution of choice;  (5) other financial assistance available  from                  
family and friends; (6) community service including contributions to Zarathushti functions and organizations                              
(7)three reference letters. 

·  Award Criteria:  Applicants will be rated on Scholastic Achievement (40%), Financial Need (40%), Extra-
curricular Activities (10%) and Community Service (10%). 

�  Application:  Application forms are available from the FEZANA web site at www.fezana.org or from                  
Dr. Dolly Dastoor (dollydastoor@sympatico.ca).  Send completed forms, post marked no later than August 1, 2008  
to:   

 
DOLLY DASTOOR Ph.D, Chair, FEZANA Academic Scholarship Program, 

3765, Malo, Brossard, Quebec, Canada J4Y1B4 
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�  Mehraban & Paridokht Zartoshty Education Association Fund  

 
Based on the following principal criteria, 2008 scholarship applications are now invited under this fund from:  
·  Zarathushti students who are legal permanent residents of British Columbia, and are enrolled to study in the second 

or subsequent year in a technical institution, college or university in Canada or the United States. 
·  Zarathushti students who are not permanent residents of British Columbia but have enrolled to study for the second 

or subsequent year in a technical institution, college or university in British Columbia. 
 
The closing date for submitting completed applications is August 31, 2008.  The criteria and application form can be 
accessed from http://www.ancientiran.com. 
 

TRIBUTE TO LATE KHORSHED PANTHAKY 
 
ZSBC and its members regret the sudden passing away of a beloved member of the community - KHORSHED 
PANTHAKY  - on March 3, 2008 in Vancouver, B.C., at the age of 75.  
 
Khorshed was the wife of Mobed Jehangir Panthaky, and mother of  Rohinton and Jasmine.  Everyone will remember 
Khorshed as a warm and affectionate person, always welcoming to newcomers, and enjoying the company of all.  She 
helped Jehangir in the early days of their stay here with the education of Vancouver's Zarathushti children, and then 
tended the fire efficiently whenever her husband performed prayers.   
 
Her last public function, in good health and accompanied by her son, Rohinton, was at the 40th Anniversary celebration 
get-together/lunch at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr on February 24, 2008.  She had conversations - long and 
short - with many of those who knew and cared for her.  On the surface she appeared well, but she did mention that she 
had a few health problems.  May Khorshed's soul rest in eternal peace, and may Jehangir, Rohinton and Jasmine have 
the strength to carry on as she would want them to.  

 
APPEALS FOR DONATIONS 
 

�  The Darbe Mehr Painting Fund 
In summer of 2008, The Arbab Rustom Guiv Trustees are planning to paint the Darbe Mehr from outside.  The Trustees 
and the ZSBC Board of Directors urge the community members to generously donate for this cause.  Please draw your 
donation cheques favouring “The Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust” clearly mentioning, “For the Darbe Mehr Painting” and 
mail the cheques to 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, BC. V5B 2R5. 
 

�  Open Heart Surgery for Varshin Gilder, 1 year old 
Varshin Gilder, one year old son of Bergis and Jennifer Gilder of Mumbai, India is suffering from congenital heart 
defect. Varshin is expected to undergo an open heart surgery at the Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences and Research 
Centre in Kochi, Kerala, (South India).  In preparation for Varshin’s open heart surgery, hospitalization, medical 
expenses and treatment, his parents have sincerely appealed for financial aid.  Your generosity will help this little child 
get the necessary medical treatment and post surgery care.  Generous donations may be made payable to ZSBC 
and mailed to 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, BC  V5B 2R5 with a note for 'Varshin's Medical Fund'. Official tax 
receipts for amounts in excess of $50 would be issued and sent to donors by ZSBC. 
 
MARRIAGES  
·  Eddie Parakh, son of Jehangir and Rita Parakh (Richmond, B.C.), to Nazneen Antia, daughter of Sam and Homai 

Antia), in Mumbai on February 8, 2008. 
·  Neville Parakh, son of Jehangir and Rita Parakh (Richmond, B.C.), to Mehernaz Hiramanek, daughter of Minoo 

and Roshan Hiramanek, in Mumbai on March 2, 2008. 
·  Chista Shahrokh, daughter of Rostam and Mahnaz Shahrokh (West Vancouver, B.C.), to Klaus Baedker 

Kjeldsen, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ole Baedker Kjeldsen, on Saturday, March 22, 2008, in Vancouver.   
 
BIRTHS  
·  Arya Javanmardi, a son, born on March 25, 2008 in Burnaby, B.C. to Armity and Parviz Javanmardi. 
·  Sam Ashwyn Madon, a son born on May 14, 2008 in Sydney, Australia, to Eddie and Ronda Madon:  grandson 

and nephew respectively of Perviz and Natasha Madon (North Vancouver). 
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CONDOLENCES 
·  Khorshed Panthaky, 75 years, on March 3, 2008, in Vancouver, B.C., wife of Mobed Jehangir Panthaky, and 

mother of Rohinton and Jasmine. 
·  Rostam Azarshahri, 92 years, on March 12, 2008, in Tehran, Iran, father of Dolatbanoo Azarshahri of North 

Vancouver, three other daughters and a son. 
·  Dali Dadabhoy Mama, 86 years, on April 15, 2008 in Karachi, Pakistan, brother of Dosi Sethna (Vancouver), 

father of Danny/Nilufer Mama (Toronto) 
·  Dinyar Arghavani, 75 years, on April 16, in Tehran, Iran. He is survived by his wife, Shirin, and five children, and 

brother to Firoozeh Khodabandeh Jamshidian, Irandokht Khosrow Namiranian, Mahdokht Arghavani, and Shahin 
Khushru Irani – all of North Vancouver. 

·  Jamshid Kaboly-Zadeh,  66 years, on May 14,  in North Vancouver, survived by his brothers Iraj, Khosrow and 
Parviz Kaboly-Zadeh, and sister, Mehri Kaboly-Zadeh Parsi. 

 
YOUTH CORNER 
 

Shirin Kiani :  We Are Together: A glimpse at her time in Bamenda, Cameroon  
 
Cameroon, situated in Africa, contains over 200 ethnic and linguistic groups and varies in geography from extremely 
dry to extremely lush. Along with Canada, it is the only other country in the world whose official two languages are 
French and English; a fact that Cameroonians themselves will remind you of. The people are extremely hospitable and 
every single greeting is accompanied with a customary handshake, bright smile, and frequently with the saying ‘we are 
together’, meaning that we will be spending time together.  Shirin came to live and work with Cameroonians for 3 
months in the summer of 2007 for the main purpose of conducting research with women with disabilities. The 
experience was deeply touching and her overall conclusion was that these women are extremely resilient despite the 
triple discrimination they face; they are strong advocates for each other as there is little societal support. She also had 
the opportunity to work at a rehabilitation centre on several occasions along with two occupational therapy students 
from the University of Toronto. The collaborative efforts with each other along with the parents of the children 
receiving treatment and the amazing group of nuns running the rehabilitation centre lead to fruitful interventions. 
 
Narius K. Dastur: Volunteer of the Year Award from New Westminster Crime Prevention Unit 
 
On February 29, 2008, the New Westminster Police Crime Prevention Unit hosted an Awards banquet to recognize the 
volunteers who gave their time and efforts to make the New Westminster community a safer place. The Volunteer of the 
Year is given annually to an active member of their team whose spirit and commitment to New Westminster Police 
Service is exemplary. Narius K. Dastur was awarded the Volunteer of the Year Award for his dedicated and loyal 
service for the past two years. Narius was acknowledged as an inspiration to all volunteers – volunteers who are also 
considered the community’s greatest crime prevention ambassadors. Some of Narius’ activities for their organization 
this past year included: Designing and updating the Crime Prevention section of the organization's website; Assisting 
with organizing data in the Forensic Identification Unit; Team leadership and participation in Citizen's Crime Watch 
Patrol and Organizational photographer and is creating a database of action shots of their police members in action. 
 
Narius attends Simon Fraser University in B.C. and is enrolled in the 3rd year of the Computing Science program. 
Narius also volunteers as the webmaster for the ZSBC’s website and the Zoroastrian Community's FIRST Online Youth 
Magazine -Zpeakerbox. He was one of the representatives of the Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia at the 4th 
World Zoroastrian Youth Congress held in Australia last year.   Along with the Zarathushti community, Narius’ parents 
Khushrav and Kashmira Dastur and brother Burgess are very proud of him. 
 

  
Shirin Kiani’s visit to Cameroon Narius K. Dastur – Volunteer of the Year Award 
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Dr. Farhad Dastur, Chair, Psychology Department, Kwantlen University College, Surrey, BC. :    
 
At the 2008 International Leadership Conference of The Chair Academy held in Denver, Colorado, from April 1-4, 
2008, Farhad was one of the recipients of the Exemplary Leader Individual Awards.   The nomination came from 
Kwantlen University College, Surrey, British Columbia, as given below.  Farhad has made his family and the 
Zarathushti community very proud. 
 

 

“Under Dr. Farhad Dastur’s leadership, the Psychology department has nurtured it’s 
flagship Applied BA degree, which has generated impressive levels of student success.    
Dr. Dastur launched a general Psychology BA, added seven new faculty members and 
effectively integrated them to create a diverse, dynamic department.  He developed the 
most active and forward-looking student association at Kwantlen, established and shaped its 
annual Conference on Undergraduate Research in Psychology, which will run as a national 
conference in 2008.  In addition, Farhad has been an exemplary faculty leader in our recent 
institutional strategic planning initiative “Creating our Future”; served as the Social Science 
representative on our Educational Council and also as Chair of our Research Ethics Board.  
Dr. Farhad’s inspiring development as a key faculty leader makes him a most deserving 
recipient of this award.” 

 
PAST EVENTS: 
 
Asho Zarathustra’s Birthday & NouRooz Celebration, March 29, 2008 at Coast Plaza Hotel. 
 
A spectacular celebration to mark the beginning of Spring and ZSBC’s 40th Anniversary.  The event began with 
Zoroastrian Study Class children performing two dances.  The UBC Hindi Dance Team comprising of 6 volunteers led 
by Shireen Panthakee performed very well choreographed Bollywood dance items.  Sharook Kapadia, President of 
ZSBC welcomed almost 300 guests and thanked all Board of Directors and volunteers for their support, dedication and 
hard work.  He also urged youth to come forward to volunteer.   
 
Mobed Arzan Firdos Balsara, 12 years old, was felicitated for being the youngest Mobed in BC as of that day. 
Zoroastrians of British Columbia are elated at the achievement of this young boy.    Also marking the auspicious 
occasion of ZSBC’s 40th Anniversary, Appreciation Awards were distributed to following 16 community members for 
their volunteering spirit over past several years.  This was ZSBC’s way of saying, “Thank You”. 
 

�  Mobed Jehangir and Late Khorshed Panthaky  
�  Mobed Faredoon and Banoo Khorshidian   
�  Mobed Adil and Piroja Antia    
�  Farrokh Namdaran   
�  Faredoon and Piroj Amrolia   
�  Behramsha and Dinaz Mizan  
�  Perviz Madon     
�  Fariborz and Manijeh Rahnamoon  

�  Kourosh and Patricia Mehin   
�  Khushrav and Kashmira Dastur  
�  Zarine and Nanu Dastur   
�  Kaikhosrow and Mahin Edalati  
�  Homi and Koomi Italia    
�  Bella Tata  
�  Dolatbanoo Azarshahri  
�  Shiraz Italia 

 
Parents of our Zoroastrian Study Classes decided to honour all the three youth teachers who have committed themselves 
to educate the future of our society.  Arvis Behmanesh gave away tokens of appreciation to Shiraz Italia, Shireen 
Panthakee and Benafsha Kapadia. 
 
Bella Tata, our eminent community member and also the recipient of Appreciation Award proposed a vote of thanks for 
Sharook and Yasmin Kapadia, for their dedication, hard work, enthusiasm and volunteering efforts to bring our 
community together by organizing successful events in the past couple of years. 
 
The evening was followed by lip smacking continental style dinner.  The door crashers and raffle prizes were 
distributed. The evening ended with foot tapping, hip swinging music provided by our DJ Jessi Partovi. 
 
We appreciate the efforts of Farrokh Namdaran and Jessi Partovi for arranging such a wonderful event.  ZSBC also 
thanks Yazdi & Sherin Khapoliwala for organizing and printing Appreciation award plaques. 
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Zoroastrian Study Classes kids performing dance. Volunteers Felicitated with Appreciation Award 

 
Blood Donation Drive, April 6, 2008 
 
As a part of 40th Anniversary celebration ZSBC organized a blood donation drive at Canadian Blood Services with the 
whole purpose to showcase our Zarathushti community as a benevolent, caring, philanthropic community that has 
assimilated itself in Canadian society. Our Socials Director Jessi Partovi and Dr. Houman Abtin worked hard to make 
this event possible and successful. The young and the ‘young at heart’ all stepped forward to show their philanthropy. 
Arzan Bomanbehram, 17 years old was the youngest member to donate blood for the first time whereas his father 
Shahrukh Bomanbehram donated blood for 40th time. Totally 36 member turned up out of which 20 members were 
eligible to donate blood whose names are listed below. ZSBC appreciates the time, effort and kind-heartedness of the 
listed members who donated blood and made this event very successful.  One such blood unit saves 3 lives and so with 
this drive we have saved 60 lives already.  
 

·  Arzan Bomanbehram ·  Fariba Khadivi ·  Mitra Poulad Noshiravan 
·  Bahram Khosravi ·  Homi Italia ·  Mehernosh Pithawalla 
·  Behnaz Khosraviani ·  Hormuzd Dolasa ·  Rostam Namdari 
·  Dinyar Khosraviani ·  Jahangir Kamdar ·  Shahrukh Bomanbehram 
·  Farhad Iranfar ·  Mahyar Mehran ·  Shireen Panthakee 
·  Farhad Mistry ·  Meher Bhagat ·  Vista Pourbahrami 
·  Sharook Kapadia  ·  Yasmin Kapadia 

 

  
Arzan Bomanbehram,  Youngest blood donor Homi Italia, donating the gift of life. 

  

 
FEZANA JOURNAL 

 
A quarterly publication of the Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America  (FEZANA) 

Unites The Zarathushti Communities Of North America And The World,  READ AND BE INFORMED. 
To subscribe online today, visit: www.fezana.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
All events at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless otherwise 
specified. 
 
Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, 
the Darbe Mehr will be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on 
Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz) which falls on Thursday, May 8; Saturday, June 7; Monday, 
July 7; Wednesday, August 6; and Friday, September 5, 2008. 
 
The Darbe Mehr will be kept open on the following Sundays from 11.00 a.m. to 2.00p.m. May18, 
June 8, June 29, 2008 when Zoroastrian Study classes will be held. Please contact Shiraz Italia 
(604) 274 4973 for more details. 
 
Sunday, June 15, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.:  Peer-e-Sabz Pilgrimage Day  will be celebrated at 
Shannon Falls, near Squamish, with group prayers at the site, songs, games, and music. Please bring 
your own refreshments, blankets, etc., and come to Taylor Way (Entrance to British Properties in 
West Vancouver) by 10:00 a.m., so that we can all try and leave together for Shannon Falls. For 
more details, please contact Fareydoon Demehri on (604) 926 9891. 
 
Sunday, June 22, 2008 at 2:00p.m. to 5:00 p.m.:  40th Annual General meeting (registration 
begins at 2:00 p.m.)   All Zarathushtis are welcome to attend the AGM. Please also refer to the 
“Agenda of the 40th Annual General Meeting” enclosed with this newsletter. Light refreshments 
will be served after the meeting. 
 
Sunday, July 6, 2008 at 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.:  Food Fair -  Persian and Indian Cuisine will be 
sold at reasonable rates.  The proceeds from this event will be donated to ZSBC. For details please 
contact Socials Director, Jessi Partovi (604) 232 4401.   
 
Saturday, July 26, 2008: Seniors & Zoroastrian Study Classes Children’s Picnic:  For details 
please contact Socials Director, Jessi Partovi (604) 232 4401. 
 
Thursday, August 14 to Monday, August 18, Weekdays at 6.30 p.m. onwards, Saturday and 
Sunday, August 16 & 17, at 11.00 a.m.:   Muktad/Gatha Prayers -  Vase spot can be reserved 
for $50.  Please note that maximum of 3 names per vase will be recited during prayers. Please 
register with Mehernosh Kasad (604) 214 0578 or Kashmira Suraliwalla (604) 272 3784 to book a 
vase spot, sponsor meals and/or volunteer. 
 
Saturday, August 23, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. to midnight:   Pateti/Navroze Celebration Dinner and 
Dance at Cheers Banquet Hall, 125 East 2nd Street, North Vancouver.  Tel .(604) 985 9192.  
For details refer to page 2 or contact Socials Director, Jessi Partovi on (604) 232 4401.  
 
Sunday, September 7, 2008 at 10.00 a.m.:  Annual Sports Day, Mahon Park, North Vancouver   
For registration and more details please contact Mehernosh Kasad (604) 214 0578. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


