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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
This is my first message to you as president of the Zoroastrian Society of 
British Columbia (ZSBC). It’s a task I undertook with great trepidation 
and thought. What convinced me to accept this position was: (1) that at 
this stage in my life I am able to “eek” out some time for ZSBC, and (2) 
that I put in several volunteer hours with other groups, and so I thought 
why not include ZSBC? I hope both these premises are right and I will 
strive to serve you to the best of my ability. I thank you all for your good 
wishes and congratulatory messages and would like to introduce you to 
each of the directors serving the 2008-2010 term: 
Houman Abtin, ZSBC Director of Education, a newcomer to the board 
(like me). He has set high goals for himself in this position and hopes to 
attract you all to the many planned activities under his bailiwick. Houman 
has also over the past few years sponsored and organized open basketball 
on the north shore and it is encouraging to note that many of our youth 
have been participating in this activity.   
Mehernosh Kasad, ZSBC Sports and Youth Activities Director, is 
serving ZSBC for a second term. He too has open volleyball going in 
Richmond. All Zoroastrians are invited to this open play most Sundays 
through the summer.  
Farrokh Namdaran, ZSBC Treasurer and a walking encyclopaedia on 
ZSBC history. Farrokh has dedicated many years of service to the 
community and is always willing to share his knowledge and expertise, so 
do not hesitate to approach him. 
Jessi Partovi, ZSBC Secretary, serving a second term on the board of 
directors, has undertaken this most time-consuming portfolio that covers 
the day to day operations of the Society.  
Faramarz Soroushi, ZSBC director of maintenance & seniors activities, 
keeps our facilities presentable and ready for use at all times, and is also 
serving a second term on the Board. 
We are always open to your ideas, suggestions, and criticisms, but please 
bear in mind that we are a volunteer board with most of us juggling full-
time jobs and other commitments. So, if we do not get back to you right 
away, please be patient. If it takes longer than you can wait, remind us 
again. Please seek us out to praise us or to vent your frustrations.  
Thank you for your support and for allowing us this opportunity to serve 
the community and live by the tenets of good thoughts, good words, and 
good deeds (Humata, Hukhata, and Havrashta). 
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla, President 

 



 

 

DIRECTORS OF ZSBC AND COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES:  
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla                  President              (604) 272-3784 
Jessi Partovi                    Secretary/Newsletter (604) 232-4401 
Farrokh Namdaran                  Honorary Treasurer   (604) 926-9733 
Mehernosh Kasad                  Youth & Sports          (604) 214-0578 
Houman Abtin                    Education.                  (604) 568-9828 
Jessi Partovi / Mehernosh Kasad .  Social Events              (604) 232-4401 
Faramarz Soroushi         Maintenance & Seniors (604) 518-0654 
 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 
ZSBC SCHOLARSHIP 2008

AWARDS BY ZSBC FOR ITS MEMBERS SEEKING ADMISSION TO  UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE  

The Scholarship Committee of ZSBC invites members' children who are completing the Provincial Grade 
XII examination this year, to apply for a modest scholarship from ZSBC. 
 

Eligibility: To be eligible, the applicant must have a minimum of 1425 points achieved under the British 
Columbia Standard ministry Score (SMS) criteria. 
Application: Application forms are available from ZSBC's web site at www.zsbc.org, or from Bella Tata 
(604) 681-5250, Homi Italia (604) 438-2076, Fariborz Rahnamoon (604) 986-2077, Dinaz Mizan (604) 270-
4077 or Farrokh Namdaran (604) 926-9733. 
 

Completed application forms, Grade XII marks and a one page write up about achievements should be 
returned by September 12, 2008 to:  

The Scholarship Committee, ZSBC, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, BC, V5B 2R5 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEE REMINDER:  

Membership Fees Are Due For 2008-09. 
ZSBC’s fiscal year is for the period March 21 to March 20, of the following year. A society can function 
only to the extent that its members support it. The Directors urge you to pay your membership fees for the 
year 2008-2009. Fees, can be paid by cash, or cheques made payable to the ZSBC. Cheques may be sent 
to the Darbe Mehr, in an envelope marked for attention of the Treasurer. 
 

Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18 ………………...$50 
Senior (65 years and over) ………………………..………………………$15 
Full time student ……………………………………………………..…...$15 
Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) …….…...$25 



 

 

List of Donors from January 1 to September 1, 2008 
 
Abtin,      Dr. Houman…………$  101                           Madon, Perviz………………..$ 101 
Amrolia,  Piroj…………………..  201                           Maniar, Ramesh & Roshan…… 101 
Antia,     Adil and Piroja………... 100                          Mistry, Rumi and Behroze……   51 
Bahrami, Berdgis……………….2,500                           Namdaran, Farrokh…………….. 1,000 
Balsara,   Noshir & Goolshun.......  100                           Oshidary,   Azita………………… 200 
Behroozi, Dr. Dara & Mehrbanoo. 100                           Oshidary,    Babak and Parvin…… 200 
Bhagat,    Percy and Meher………  50 + Ping Pong Table      Oshidary,    Namdar & Parichehr...  200 
Bhesania, Behram and Shiraz……   21                            Panthaky,    Jehangir……………...  66 
Billimoria, Dady and Arni………. 200                            Parakh, Eddie and Nazneen……130 
Dastoor,    Rohinton and Fi……....  75                            Parakh, Jehangir and Rita……...  60 
Dastur,      Khorshed……………..   36                            Parakh, Neville and Mehernaz… 55 
Dastur,      Khushrav & Kashmira..101                            Patel,          Rustom...…………….. 500 
Desai,       Adi and Pilsi…………..  50                            Rostamian, Dr. Pourandokh…….. . 300 
Dolasa,     Hormazd and Binaifer.. 100                            Rostamirad, Borzoo and Venus…... 105 
Elavia,      Adi and Roda ………... 101                          Sasani,  Rostam & Mehrnoosh..  50 
Engineer,  Homi…………………. 100                           Sethna, Dosi and Firoze……….  50 
Farin,        Homayoon..………….. 150             Shroff, Hoshang & Mahrukh... 210 
Farrokhzad, Mahinbanoo………..  150                           Shroff, Jehangir & Hootoxi…...  55              
Fitter,      Percy………………….   51                          Shroff,  Rohinton and Sanober..  30 
Jayakar,    Meher and Deepak……101                           Suraliwalla, Kashmira………….....  51 
Irani,        Jersis and Niloufer…….200                           Tabeshi, Farrokh and Keshvar....  50 
Italia,       Homi………………….. 200                           Tata, Bella…………………. 101 
Kavoosi,  Rostam and Delaram…. 235                           Turnbull, Zenobia & Dennis…… 101 
Khambatta (Italia), Koomi……..2,000                            Yazdani, Farangis………………. 50                        
Khanbadr, Daryoush….………….100                            Zartoshty,Parvin…………………100  
Kooka,      Nerges……...………... 102      
Lalkaka,   Ruzbeh and Niloufer… 150  
 

Achievements: 

This year Dr. Houman Abtin has been accepted to a specialty programme in 
ENDODONTICS (root canals) at the UBC dental school. Only 6 Residents are accepted into 
this program each year Canada-wide. This feather in Dr. Abtin’s cap has been achieved after 
nearly 8 years in dental practice. For the past 6 years Dr. Abtin has also been a clinical 
instructor at the UBC Faculty of Dentistry. The ZSBC Board of Directors takes this 
opportunity to congratulate Dr. Abtin on his selection. 
 
CONDOLENCES:  

Faredoon (Freddy) Amrolia, 79 years, passed away in Burnaby, B.C., on July 7, 2008.  He is 
survived by his wife, Piroj, children Armin (husband Michael Kale), Zubin (wife Nancy-
Lee  Gould),  and Sharon (partner Desmond Fyffe), sisters Nargis Karkaria and Homai  Mehta 
 (in Mumbai), and grandchildren Nauvmé and Aidan Amrolia, Amon and Salice Kale.  
 
Dr. Shapoorji C. Surty, 72 years, passed away in Mumbai, India, on July 23, 2008.  He is 
survived by his wife Tara, daughter Yasmin Sharook Kapadia, son Zoobin, and granddaughter, 
Benafsha. 
 



 

 

PAST EVENTS 
 
Food Fest – July 6, 2008 
The Food Fest held at the Darbe Mehr, on July 6, 2008 after a span of nearly 5 years was indeed a 
feather in the ZSBC cap. The function started off promptly at 12 noon. Guests had started lining 
up for the food tickets well before time. We had a total of 140 guests, (12 of these were non 
community members from the neighboring area and guests of community members). Twenty two 
volunteers helped out in some capacity or the other. By 3:15 pm all the food was sold out. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the services of Sarah the face painter and we had originally planned 
to use her services for only 1.5 hours but we had to extend it to 2.5 hours simply because of the 
demand. The Penny in the Bottle was one of the popular games managed by none other than Mr. 
Homi Italia. The winner of the event was Mahnaz Burzeh hitting the nail on its head with an 
exact amount of $777. She won a set of 6 beer glasses, again, graciously donated by Mr. Homi 
Italia. 
 
40th Annual General Meeting  
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Sharook Kapadia, President, on June 22, 2008 at 3.45 
p.m. He welcomed all the members present at the meeting (33 in Person and 20 by proxy) and 
asked everyone to stand and observe a minute of silence in memory of the members of our 
Society who had passed away during the past year. Mr. Sharook Kapadia opened his speech by 
mentioning that last year was a good year for ZSBC and the Society had many successes such as 
Gatha prayers, Casino Royale Night, New Year’s dance, etc. He thanked all Board of Directors 

and volunteers for their efforts. The members approved unanimously the minutes of the 39
th 

Annual General Meeting as submitted. Mr. Farrokh Namdaran, Honorary Treasurer, had 
distributed the Society’s financial statements for the fiscal year 2008 before the commencement 
of the meeting. The audited financial statements for the year ended March 20, 2008 was adopted 
as submitted. Mr. Namdaran gave a brief overview on the financial position of the Society as at 
March 20, 2008 and compared it with the financial position as at March 20, 2008. A surplus was 
noted similar to the past five years. The meeting ended at 5.10 pm. A vote of thanks by all went 
to Sharook Kapadia, president, for chairing the meeting and a new set of Directors were 
approved. After the meeting all present were treated to tea and snacks.  
 
Gatha Prayers 
This was another successful event organized by ZSBC with an attendance of ±100 persons daily. 
 
We would again like to thank Ervad Adil Antia and Ervad Firdos Balsara for reciting the prayers, 
and the many volunteers for their efforts. We hope these 5 days allowed you time for reflection 
and a sense of peace as they did us. 
 
We raised approximately $1617.98 from the sales of sukhad, candles, and food; $1702.00 from 
the 33 paid-for vases; and raised $574 in donations. After deducting all expenses, we will bank 
the balance in an attempt to build a cushion for the Gathas, in case our local mobeds in the 
coming years are for some reason not available to perform the prayers. Thank you for coming and 
we hope you will also participate in the prayers next year. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Pateti Function – August 23rd 2008 

The 40th Anniversary Pateti and Khordadsal function was held at the Cheers Restaurant and Pub, 
North Vancouver. At promptly 7:45 PM Joseph the Magician walked in and enthralled the young 
and old alike with his magic tricks. The children were made a part of his show and the excitement 
was there for all to see. He performed some simple and some really mind blowing tricks. The one 
where he moved the monkey from one volunteer to the other was the highlight of the 
presentation. At the end of his show, animal balloons were made for all children. Dinner was 
served right after and the choices of dishes were appreciated by one and all. At 10:00 PM the 
guests were enthralled to the beat of our very own resident DJ. Yohan Irani made his debut at this 
function as the next upcoming DJ for ZSBC under the training of Jessi Partovi. The evening 
finally came to an end at 12:00 PM with all guests leaving happy.  
 
Education/ Avesta Classes 
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The Year in PICS. 

The Food Fair 
 

 
 
 

Gatha Prayers  
Full Participation by the Youth 

 
Day 1                               Day 2 

 
 

Day 4                                              

 

For More Pictures and info 
please visit our Website: 

www.zsbc.org 
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UPCOMMING EVENTS  
All events at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless 
otherwise specified.  

Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, 
the Darbe Mehr will be kept open by a group of our members, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz) which falls on Friday, Sept 5; Sunday, Oct 5; Tuesday, Nov 
4; and Thursday, Dec 4. 
The Darbe Mehr will be kept open on Sundays when religious & Farsi classes will be held. Schedule of 
these classes will be announced later, depending on the extent of participation.  

Sunday, September 7, 2008, 10.00 a.m.—Annual Sports Day: at Mahon Park, 16
th 

Street & Jones 
Avenue, North Vancouver. All are welcome to attend. There will be various events for different age 
categories. Participating children under the age of 10 years will receive a free gift from of ZSBC. Food 
and drinks will be available at a reasonable price. For further information please contact Mehernosh 
Kasad at (604)-214-0578.  

Sunday, September 7, 2008, 11.00 a.m.—Registration for Religious /Farsi Classes: Registration for 
these classes will be done at our Annual Sports Day function at Mahon Park (see item above) by Shiraz 
Italia/Dinaz Mizan. There are no specific fees set for these classes, but parents are requested to make 
donations. For further information please contact Shiraz Italia or Houman Abtin at the Annual Sports 
Day function or at (604) 568-9828. Children & youth of all ages may register.  

Sunday September 21, 2008, 6:30 p.m.—Professional Seminar at the Darbe Mehr. Speakers:  
 
Houman Abtin:  dentist, graduated from India in 1998. Presently he is a specialist resident in 
Endodontics with Faculty of Dentistry, UBC. 
 
Rashin Mondegarian:  Completed Master of Science in Pharmacy in 2001 from UBC.  Presently she 
owns a pharmacy in Shoppers Drug Mart.  

Nahid Mehraein:  Completed Bachelor of Science and Medical Degree from University of Toronto in 
2005. Later she completed a year of fellowship in Emergency Medicine from University of Ottawa. 
Presently she is working in Vancouver. 

Mehraban Poulad: Completed Bachelor of Science in Cell Biology and Genetics from UBC. Presently 
he is a third year student in the Faculty of Dentistry, UBC. 

Sunday, September 28,  2008, 11:00 am.—Seniors Picnic 
Registration for Senior’s picnic will be held till Sept 20, 2008. Please contact Mehernosh Kasad at  
(604)-214-0578, or Jessi Partovi at (604) 232 4401 for further details. Volunteers are required. 
 
Wednesday, October 1,  2008, 7 p.m.—Mehrgan /Zarathushti Unity Day Potluck  
Further details about the entertainment will be provided later.  

Sunday, October 5,  2008, 11.00 a.m.—Death Anniversary of the late Arbab Rustam Guiv: 
Prayers followed by refreshments. Event organized by the Trustees of the Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust. 

Sunday, October 12, 2008, 11.00 a.m.—Death Anniversary of the late Mr. Jamshed K. 
Pavri: Prayers followed by refreshments.  

Indoor Sports: Will  be held in November dates to be announced via email and the Telephone 
Committee. 
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UPCOMMING EVENTS (In Farsi)  
 
 
 
 
 


